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T UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGiON 8, MONTANA OFFICE

FEDERAL BUILDING, 10 West 15th Street. Suite 3200
HELENA, MONTANA 59626

Rel’: SM( )

I )eceniber 0. 2( ) I 2

f\is. I1cri Suen rnu
I eaverhead—l )eerlode N ational 1 ‘orest
42( ) I ar cit Street
I )il Ion. Moiitana 50725

Re: (1 # 2012037 I: Beaverhead—I )eerIode National I orest
I and and Resource ManaemeT1t Plan I mal Supplemental

llS to (,‘onj’dy \‘ith I)istrict ol lontana Court ( )rder

I )ear fy15. Suenram:

‘I’hc I ivironnental Protection /\a’ncy (I PA ) Remuii V Ill Montana ( )l’l’ice has reviewed the I i nal

SuppIenentaI I :ii \‘I r l1lfltl1L1l Inipact Statement. (OSI 1S) for the I3eaverliead— I )eerl dge National

I oftst 5 Land an(i Resource Manauemeni Plan to Comply \..ith I )istrict ol Montana Court ( )rder in

accoldaflcL’ with J PA l.esponsi hi I ities under the National I n’ ironmental I’oI icy Act NI ‘PA) and Section

300 ol the (,lean !\ir Act.

‘[he I P’\ provided brief comments (dated 1\ugusl I 6. 201 2) on the I )ral’l SI uS stall ng that snowniohi Ic

use along routes desiinated as exceptions to winter. non—motorited areas in the I orest Plan weie

unlikely to exceed either National or Montana Ambient Air Quality Standards. and any snowmobile air

pollutant emissions would be local ited and temporarY. We also noted that impacts to soil and vegetation

lrom snowmobile use would he bu tiered by snow, and waler quality degradation from human waste and

petroleum products did not appeal’ likely to occur. In addition our comments noted that wildl i fe habitat.

wildl i fe disturbances and/or con ‘licts with recreationists using adjacent s inter, non—moturited areas

appeared t( he Ii m i ted. and that the 20( tO 1 iwest Plan increased non—motori ted winter al locatk ns ac ross

the I oi’est (i.e.. from to 30’ ). and increased the flwest-wide percent of big game winter range closed

to mi it( in ted use ii’( im to 43 (

Aecoftlingly I PA did not identity any potential en ir nmental impacts associated with the snowmobile

route dcxi enations that required substantive changes to the proposal, and I PA rakd the I )S I lS as

(ategor I () (I iack of Objections). We note. ho ever, that these brief I uP\ corn ments m the I)Sl 1S

were not ideni lied in 151 itS Appendix C sho\ lug comments and responses on the 1)51 lS. It is. thus.

not clear ii’ I iPA’s 1)51 uS comments were c’ er recei ed by the Bea ei’head—I )eerlodge National Lorest.

Please let us knov if we should send another copy of these 1)51 itS comments to yoti in case the earlier

I PA comments did riot reach the l3eaverhead—I )eerlodge National I orest lor some reason. We stiggest

that the Ii nal project record md tide I iPA’s 1)51 1S comments. We ha e no objections to the l3eaverhead

I )eerlodie I and and Resource lanaement Plan’s application ot mini mitation cii teria to speci tic

designated snowmobile routes.



The I Ij\ Iwcia[es [he opinw[uni ty to reVIew and comment dun ne the Ni 1j\ process. II you have any

(ltlt10l15 please contact Mn. Steve l’otts ol my stall ii Missoula at 4O(-329-33 13 or in I lelena at 4U(-

457—5( )22 Or via e—mail at pous.stephen ((epa.ov. Ihank YOU Ion your consideration.

Sincere I

ulie ‘\. I )alSolio
I )i nectl )l

N’loiitaiia ( )lIice

Cc: Sutanne Bohan/.ludy Roos. I PA XI PR—N. I )en\er


